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Vision

To be the school of choice for those that value both ethical responsibility and
educational success.

Mission

Norwich International School is a progressive learning environment that
challenges young minds to achieve both academic excellence and personal
happiness.

Whilst focused on developing the most comprehensive of facilities, our goal
will always be to foster, in our pupils, the wish to be tolerant, content and
responsible members of society.

Core Values

Individuality, Excellence, Mindfulness - are embodied through the teachings of
Buddhawajana.

MINDFULNESS



At Norwich we offer a British curriculum experience, coupled with
traditional Thai values.

Norwich International School is committed to:

e Providing a safe, positive and enjoyable learning environment using a British
educational framework.

e Fostering, supporting and appreciating traditional Thai values.

e Encouraging all students to develop to their full potential.

e Responding to the differing needs of individuals.

e Promoting qualities of leadership, responsibility, critical thinking, international
mindedness and respect.

e Providing an environment that aims for the highest educational standards in life-

long learners.

Students at Norwich will:

e Enjoy learning in school and beyond.

Develop to their full potential in all areas.

e Be confident people able to take leadership roles.

e Take responsibility for their actions and the environment.

e Apply critical thinking skills.

e Develop knowledge and understanding across a wide range.
¢ Be open-minded to the values and traditions of all cultures.

e Be respectful of others.

e Study in an environment promoting high academic standards.




A

THE EARLY YEARS

NORWICH INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

A welcoming environment at Norwich International School

At Norwich we understand that sending your
child to school for the first fime can be
emotional for the child as well as the family
and we are continuously here to support in
the healthiest transition as possible. We want
all children in our care to feel safe and free to
be able to independently explore their
learning areas. We recognise that choosing
the right school for your young child is one of
the most significant decisions you will make
for them. Here at Norwich we pride ourselves
on providing high quality Early Childhood
education. We have a strong team of
extremely experienced staff that are
dedicated to ensuring your child has the best
possible start to their education.

From birth until the age of five years old is
called the ‘Early Years Foundation Stage’ in
the United Kingdom, this is the beginning of
your child’'s learning journey. Children
develop at arapid rate in the first five years of
their life and it is during this time that children

build the foundation to become successful
individuals later in life. Therefore, it is vital that
children do not miss out on this important
stage of their schooling. It is during the Early
Years of a child’s life that they will form their
opinions on learning, begin to interact with
others, learn to read, write, and be exposed
to a multitude of other skills that will have a
great impact on their future learning and
accomplishments.

In this guide we hope to answer some of the
questions that you may have about your
child’s transition into our school. Our aim is to
help your child foster a love of learning that
will help them throughout their school career.
It is our belief that a strong relationship
between teachers and parents will ensure the
very best for the children in our school. We
aim to develop partnerships with parents
where information can be exchanged freely
in order to provide learning opportunities and
care that will best suit your individual child.



The Early Years Foundation Stage

Here at Norwich we believe that every young
child deserves the best possible start to their
education to enable them to reach their full
potential. The Statutory Framework for the
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the
standards for learning, development and
care for children from birth to five.

Children are born ready, able and eager fo
learn. They actively reach out to interact with
other people, and the world around them.
Development is not an automatic process,
however. The EYFS says that it depends on
each unique child having opportunities to
interact in positive relationships and enabling
environments.

Effective practice in the Early Years is built on four guiding principles:

1. A Unique Child recognises that every child is a competent learner who can be resilient,
capable, confident and self-assured.

2. Positive Relationships describes how children learn to be strong and independent
through positive relationships.

3. Enabling Environments explains how the environment plays a key role in supporting
and extending children’s development and learning. Children learn and develop well
in an enabling environment, in which their experiences respond to their individual
needs and there is a strong partnership between parents and teachers.

4. Learning and development recognises that children develop and learn in different
ways and at different rates. All areas of learning and development are equally
important and interconnected.

The EYFS curriculum is designed to be flexible in order to meet the varying needs of our
students.
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The Curriculum

In the EYFS, there are seven areas of learning and development that shape the curriculum. All
areas of learning and development are interlocked. Three areas are particularly crucial for
igniting student’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to learn,
form relationships and thrive.

The 3 Prime areas:

+  Communication and Language
« Physical Development
« Personal, Social and Emotional Development

These three areas are essential foundations for students learning and life-long success.

Alongside the prime areas are the four specific areas through which the three prime areas are
strengthened and applied. "

The 4 Specific areas:

« Literacy

«  Mathematics

* Understanding the World
« Expressive Arts and Design

These four areas include essential skills and knowledge
for children to participate successfully in society.

An overview of each area of learning and development

Communication and Language of apparatus such as bicycles, climbing frames
and balls. The children also develop their fine
motor skills (small movements) by using
equipment such as pencils for writing/drawing
and scissors. In this area of the curriculum
children are also supportedin making healthy
choicesas well as learning how to self-care.

It is vital that children are given the
opportunities to communicate in a range of
ways. Allowing children opportunities to have
conversations enhances their learning in all
other areas of the curriculum. It is also
important that children learn to respect others
and listen in group situations as well as  Personal, Social and Emotional Development
participate with their own ideas. We provide  This area involves building children’s
opportunities for all of this through engaging confidence and abilities in a range of
hands-on activities that stimulate the  situations. It shows them how to manage their
children’s interests. feelings and emotions in order to build positive
relationships with others. Developing children’s
social skills and helping them to respond

This involves children developing their co-  Positively to instructions and rules is essential
ordination and balancing skills by using arange  for their continued leaming.

Physical Development
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Literacy

Children are encouraged tofosteralove of
reading and writing through a range of
activities that promote this area. Children
are taught the links between letters and
sound through Phonics International, the
phonics scheme we use fom the United
Kingdom. Children are encouraged to
‘make marks' and ascribe meaning to them
as they develop an understanding of written
words. Children are encouraged to enjoy
listening to stories and to create and tell
their own stories.

Mathematics

In this area children are given the
opportunities to explore numbers through
arange of practical learning opportunities
that support counting and problem
solving. Children are also encouraged to
build using shapes and think about
conceptssuch as money andtime to build
on theirmathematical vocabulary.

Understanding the World

This involves giving children the opportunity to
explore people, places and experiences in
order for them to build up a greater knowledge
of their environment and the world. Children
are given opportunities to investigate and ask
and answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions. By
providing opportunities to practically explore
and find out for themselves they have a greater
understanding of the different concepfs.

Expressive Arts and Design

Children are given opportunities to create and
express themselves through a variety of different
media and materials. These willinclude dance,
music, singing, painting, building, role play and
drawing. They are encouraged to talk about
their work with others and to modify and
develop theirideas.
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Norwich additions to the EYFS curriculum

Phonics

As an addition to the specific Literacy area of the EYFS
Framework, Norwich uses the Phonics International programme
in Reception. This is a highly-organised, systematic and synthetic
phonics programme. It is a great tool for young learners to begin
to recognise letters and sounds. Not only can children start
reading, but also they can begin writing with a great focus on
correct letter formation. Within the phonics programme the
children can build the sounds to create words and words to
create sentences. Ensuring children can confidently use mark
making tools and have the correct pencil grip and letter
formation is essential to their future success as these skills are very
important going into Year 1 and beyond.

Reading

At Norwich we are dedicated to building a love of reading from
a young age and having confident readers. We use the Oxford
Reading Tree book scheme which is the United Kingdom's most
successful reading scheme. Oxford Reading Tree is well loved
by young readers for its characters and varied writing styles that
give children everything they need to become self-assured
readers. Oxford Reading Tree is a great tool that works directly

-«

with synthetic phonics. Starting from Reception, children will - \\”//}7/))‘})//)/\\\\\\
bring home reading books and develop their skills in school " -'" M )i, \
through guided reading sessions. It is vital that parents take the T O &N \

time to read with their child and foster a real love for reading.

Specidalist lessons

During the week the children in Early Years have to opportunity
to participate in specialist lessons for Music, Thai, Mandarin,
Mindfulness, Physical Education and Swimming or Water Play. In
addition, the children are also able to visit the Early Years library
and check out books to read at home as well as work on the
computers and or iPads/tablets to learn basic ICT skills.




The School Day

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

8:45to 9:30 Numeracy Library Mindfulness Science Numeracy

10:10 to 10:45 PSED Literacy uTW Literacy PSED

11:30 to 12:15 Lunch
12:15t0 13:30 Nap/Quiet
4: Break

Finish

Monday

8:45 to 9:30 OLA Soft play

10:15 to 10:45 Break
10:45t0 11:30 OLA

] Lunch
13:00 to 14:20 Nap/Restful period
' ' Break

Prepare to go home and to After School Activities (ASA)
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- Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
8:45 to 9:30
10:45to 11:30 Phonics Phonics Music Phonics

13:40 to 14:20 OLA OLA Mandarin Thai OLA

14:20 to 15.00 Break
Prepare to go home and to After School Activities (ASA)

*OLA - On-going learning activities
*UTW - Understanding the world
*PSED - Personal social and emotional development

NORWICH

02451 1100, 097 1313393







