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Secondary Curriculum

Our curriculum at Norwich is based on the National Curriculum for England, Wales and Northern
Ireland adapted to our international setting and our Values. We enhance the curriculum with a
provision for mindfulness and with a deliberate focus on Mandarin.

Students in Years 7 to 9 access Key Stage 3 of the National Curriculum.
Students in Years 10 and 11 access Key Stage 4 of the National Curriculum.

The aims of the National Curriculum for England, Wales and Northern Ireland for Secondary students
are to enable all young people to become:

e Successful learners who enjoy learning, make progress and achieve.
e Confident individuals who are able to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives.

® responsible citizens who make a positive contribution to society.



The International General Certificate
of Secondary Education (IGCSE)

During Years 10 and 11 students at Norwich study a range of courses, some compulsory and some
optional, which lead to examinations and internationally-recognised qualifications called the
International General Certificates of Secondary Education (IGCSEs).

Deciding which courses to study in Years 10 and 11 is important because the qualifications gained at
the end of the two years may affect your child's individual career path. It is therefore crucial that the
decision about what will be studied involves students, parents and teachers and is made after very
careful consideration.

What is the IGCSE?

The International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) is a qualification awarded by
Cambridge International Examinations (CAIE). It is usual for students to study from six to eight
subjects.

These courses have been specifically designed to meet the needs of students of International Schools
such as those at Norwich. They result in the award of internationally-recognised and respected
qualifications equal to the GCSE exams that children in the United Kingdom take at this same stage
of their education.

Cambridge IGCSE is the world’s most popular international qualification for 14 to 16 year olds and
is taught in over 10,000 schools in over 160 countries. For more information about Cambridge

International Examinations please go to: https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/why-choose-
us/parents-and-students/
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studies, they learn to recognise and appreciate the ways in which writers use English to
achieve a range of effects, and will be able to present an informed, personal response
to the material they have studied.

The syllabus also encourages the exploration of wider and universal issues, promoting
learners' better understanding of themselves and of the world around them.

IGCSE English as a Second Language (Count-in speaking) (0511)

Paper 1 or 2: Reading and Writing
External Assessment Paper 3 or 4: Listening

Paper 5: Speaking

Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language is for learners who already have a
working knowledge of the language. The syllabus:

e Issuitable for learners whose first language is not English, but who study through
the English medium.

e Develops learners’ ability to understand and use English in a range of situations

o Builds learners’ awareness of the nature of language and the four language-
learning skills: reading, writing, listening and speaking

e Focuses on practical communication for everyday use, which can also form the
basis for further, more in-depth language study

e Develops transferable skills to complement other areas of the curriculum.

Marks for the speaking component do contribute to the overall grade.

Mathematics Possibilities

IGCSE Matl‘lcmatlcs IGCSE Matl‘lematlcs IGCSE Mathematics
International International Additional
‘Core’ Level ‘Extended’ Level

Decisions on which course and at what level are made by the Mathematics teacher and Head
of Secondary.

Candidates should be able to do the following using a graphic display calculator: sketch a
graph; produce a table of values for a function; find zeros and local maxima or minima of a
function; find the intersection point of two graphs; find mean, median, quartiles and find the
linear regression equation.

Approved calculators include but are not limited to: Texas Instruments - TI-84, TT Nspire
(non-CAS) and Casio - FX 9750G Plus or GII, FXCG10/20.
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IGCSE Mathematics - International (0607)

Paper 1 or 2: Short response questions, no calculator.

Paper 3 or 4: Medium to extended response
External Assessment questions, graphics calculator required.

Paper 5 or 6: One investigation question, graphics
calculator required

Cambridge IGCSE International Mathematics encourages learners to develop their
mathematical ability as a key life skill, and as a strong basis for further study of
mathematics or to support skills in other subjects. The syllabus:

Develops learners' competency, confidence, and fluency in their use of techniques
with and without the use of a graphic display calculator, cultivating mathematical
understanding

Develops learners’ feel for quantity, patterns, and relationships, encouraging
learners’ reasoning and analytical skills

Places a strong emphasis on solving problems in mathematics and real-life contexts
Promotes appropriate presentation and interpretation of results, encouraging
learners’ understanding of how to communicate and reason mathematically
Develops learners’ skills in mathematical investigations and/or modelling, building
conceptual understanding as well as the ability to apply techniques and use
approaches

Is tiered to allow candidates of all abilities to achieve and progress in their
mathematical studies

IGCSE Mathematics - Additional (0606)

External Assessment Paper 1 and 2: Both require a calculator

Cambridge IGCSE Additional Mathematics encourages learners to further develop
their mathematical ability in problem-solving and provides strong progression for

advanced study of mathematics or highly numerate subjects. The syllabus:

Stretches more able candidates and provides a smooth transition to Cambridge
International AS & A Level Mathematics.

Reinforces learners' competency, confidence, and fluency in their use of techniques
with and without a calculator, strengthening mathematical understanding and
communication skills.

Enriches learners' understanding of connections within mathematics, refining
learners’ reasoning and analytical skills requires a fluent and confident ability to
solve problems in abstract mathematics.

Progresses learners’ ability to communicate mathematically and justify their
reasons using structured arguments.
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Science Possibilities

Single Sciences

Coordinated Sciences Double Award By, Oty el By

All students will start the coordinated science course which will provide certification worth
two IGCSEs. For students who show exceptional ability in the sciences, there will be an
option to switch onto the single science track which provides a total of three IGCSE
certificates. This decision will be at the discretion of the science teacher and made in
conjunction with the Head of Secondary.

IGCSE Sciences - Co-ordinated (Double) (0654)

Paper 1 or 2: Multiple Choice
External Assessment Paper 3 or 4: Theory

Paper 5 or 6: Practical or alternative to practical

Cambridge IGCSE Co-ordinated Sciences (Double Award) gives learners the
opportunity to study Biology, Chemistry and Physics, each covered in separate
syllabus sections. It is a double award qualification, earning two grades. The syllabus:

e Helps learners to understand the biological and technological world in which they
live, and take an informed interest in science and scientific developments

¢ Includes the basic principles and concepts that are fundamental to science, some
current applications of biology, chemistry and physics, and a strong emphasis on
practical skills

e Helps learners also develop an understanding of the scientific skills essential for
progression to Cambridge International AS & A Levels, further education or a
career related to science.

Thai first language for Thai Nationals
Thai - First Language (0518)

Paper 1: Reading and directed writing
External Assessment
Paper 2: Composition

The Cambridge IGCSE First Language Thai syllabus is for learners whose first
language is Thai. This First Language syllabus develops learners' ability to
communicate clearly, accurately and effectively. They learn how to employ a wide-
ranging vocabulary, use correct grammar, spelling and punctuation, and develop a
personal style and an awareness of the audience being addressed.
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Learners are also encouraged to read widely, for their own enjoyment and to develop
an appreciation of how writers achieve their effects. The syllabus also complements
other areas of study by encouraging skills of more general application.

2023-24 Option Subjects

The International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE)

IGCSE Art & Design (0400)

Coursework 1: Portfolio
External Assessment
Externally Set Assignment

The Cambridge IGCSE Art & Design syllabus aims to encourage a personal response
by stimulating imagination, sensitivity, conceptual thinking, powers of observation
and analytical ability. Learners gain confidence and enthusiasm as they develop
technical skills in two and three dimensional form and composition, and are able to
identify and solve problems in visual and tactile forms. They also learn how to develop
ideas from initial attempts to final solutions. An ideal foundation for further study,
Cambridge IGCSE Art & Design also develops a greater awareness of the role played
by the visual arts in society and in history, broadening cultural horizons and
individual experience.

IGCSE Music (0410)

Paper 1: Listening
External Assessment Coursework 2: Performing

Coursework 3: Composing

When studying the Cambridge IGCSE Music syllabus, learners listen to, perform and
compose music, encouraging aesthetic and emotional development, self-discipline and,
importantly, creativity. As a result, learners enhance their appreciation and enjoyment of
music, an achievement that forms an ideal foundation for future study and enhances life-long
musical enjoyment.

Learners study music of all styles; each style is placed in its historical and cultural context,
and they are encouraged to be perceptive, sensitive and critical when listening. Although the
majority of the syllabus examines Western European music, the music of other cultures is
always represented.
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IGCSE Physical Education (0413)

Paper 1: Theory
External Assessment
Coursework

The syllabus provides learners with an opportunity to study both the practical and theoretical
aspects of physical education. It is designed to encourage enjoyment in physical activity by
providing learners with an opportunity to take part in a range of physical activities and
develop an understanding of effective and safe physical performance. This helps learners to
develop an appreciation of the necessity for sound understanding of the principles, practices
and training that underpin improved performance, better health and well-being.

IGCSE Business Studies (0450)

Paper 1: Short answer and data response
External Assessment

Paper 2: Case study

The Cambridge IGCSE Business Studies syllabus develops learners' understanding of
business activity in the public and private sectors, and the importance of innovation and
change. Learners find out how the major types of business organisation are established,
financed and run, and how their activities are regulated. Factors influencing business
decision-making are also considered, as are the essential values of cooperation and
interdependence.

Learners not only study business concepts and techniques but also enhance related skills such
as numeracy and enquiry. The syllabus provides both a foundation for further study at
Cambridge International A Level and an ideal preparation for the world of work.

IGCSE History (0470)

Paper 1: Structured questions
External Assessment Paper 2: Document questions

Coursework or alternative to coursework paper

Cambridge IGCSE History looks at some of the major international issues of the nineteenth

and twentieth centuries and covers the history of particular regions and events in more depth.
The syllabus:

e Enables learners to develop historical knowledge and the skills required for studying
historical evidence

e Gives flexibility for teachers to develop a course that interests and stimulates their
learners

e Provides a sound basis for further study and encourages a lifelong interest in the subject.
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Norwich International School, Bangkok

The leading school in the South-West of Bangkok, providing an exceptional British curriculum
education for the children in our care. Our mission is to deliver a comprehensive
and well-rounded educational programme.

Formal education begins as early as 2 years old for our Nursery classes
within our spacious and well-resourced.

Address

233/131 NUSASIRI Villages Rama 2 Road, Moo 1,
Bang Nam Chuet, Muang Samut Sakhon,
Samut Sakhon 74000

Tel: (+66) 2-451-1100 to 2 Web: www.norwichschool.ac.th





